An excerpt from ALIEN by Walter Hill & Dan O Bannon

Everyone can take a step toward this | ean, spare witing style. You may not
need to go this far, but if you have a problemw th wordi ness... take heed.

FADE | N:

SOMVETI ME | N THE FUTURE

| NT. ENG NE ROOM 1

Enpty, cavernous.

| NT. ENG NE CuBI CLE 2
Circular, jammed with instrunents.
Al of themidle.

Consol e chairs for two.

Enpt y.

INT. OLY CORRIDOR - "C' LEVEL 2-A
Long, dark.

Enpt y.

Tur bos t hrobbi ng.

No ot her nopvenent.

| NT. CORRIDOR - "A" LEVEL 2-B
Long, enpty.
| NT. | NFI RMARY - "A" LEVEL 2-C

Di stressed ivory walls.

Al instrunentation at rest.



I NT. CORRIDOR TO BRI DGE - "A" LEVEL

Bl ack, enpty.

I NT. BRI DGE

Vacant .
Two space helnets resting on chairs.

El ectrical hum
Lights on the helmets begin to signal one another.
Monents of silence.

A yellow |ight goes on

Data m nd bank in b.g.

El ectroni ¢ hum

A green light goes on in front of one hel net.
El ectroni ¢ pul si ng sounds.

A red light goes on in front of other hel net.
An el ectroni c conversation ensues.

Reaches a crescendo.

Then sil ence.

The lights go off, save the yell ow

| NT. CORRI DOR TO HYPERSLEEP VAULT:
Li ghts cone on
Seven gowns hang fromthe curved wall.

Vaul t door opens.

| NT. HYPERSLEEP VAULT



Expl osi on of escapi ng gas.

The lid on a freezer pops open.

Slowy, groggily, KANE sits up.

Pal e.

Kane rubs the sleep fromhis eyes.

St ands.

Looks around.

Stretches.

Looks at the other freezer conpartnents.
Scr at ches.

Moves off.

| NT. GALLEY

Kane plugs in a Silex.
Lights a cigarette.
Coughs.

Ginds sone coffee beans.

Runs sone water through

KANE
Ri se and shine, Lanbert.
| NT. HYPERSLEEP VAULT
Anot her |id pops open.
A young worman sits up.

LAVBERT



VWhat tine is it.

KANE
(voi ce over)
What do you care.
| NT. GALLEY 8
Pot now hal f-full.
Kane watches it drip.
| nhal es the fragrance.
KANE
Now Dal | as and Ash.
(calls out)
Good norni ng Capt ai n.
DALLAS
(voi ce over)

VWhere's the coff ee.

KANE
Br ewi ng.

LAMBERT wal ks i nto the kitchen.

Pours herself a cup.

| NT. HYPERSLEEP VAULT 9
Two nore |ids pop open.
A pair of men sit up

Look at each ot her.

| NT. GALLEY 10
Kane enjoys a freshly-brewed cup.

KANE



Ri pley...
Anot her nonent .
And then the sound of another |id opening.
KANE
And if we have Parker, can
Brett be far behind.
Li d openi ng sound.
KANE
Ri ght .
| NT. HYPERSLEEP VAULT 11
DALLAS | ooks at his groggy circus.
DALLAS

One of you jokers get the cat.

RI PLEY picks up a linp cat out of one of the conpartnents.

| NT. MESS 12

The crew of the United States conmercial starship Nostrono
seated around a table.

Dallas......... Capt ai n
Kane........... Executive Oficer
Ripley......... Warrant O ficer
Ash............ Science O ficer
Lanbert........ Navi gat or
Parker......... Engi neer
Brett.......... Engi neeri ng Techni ci an
Jones.......... Cat

Five nmen and two wonen: Lanbert and Ripley.

LAVBERT
Jesus am | cold.

PARKER
Still with us, Brett.



BRETT
Yo.

Rl PLEY
Lucky us.

They yawn, stretch, shiver.
Dal | as | ooks over at a flashing yellow |light.

KANE
| feel dead.

Kane is not yet fully awake.

Yawns.
PARKER
You | ook dead.
ASH
Nice to be back
PARKER

Bef ore we dock naybe we'd
better go over the bonus
si tuation.

BRETT
Yeah.

PARKER
Brett and | think we deserve a
full share

DALLAS
You two will get what you
contracted for. Just |ike
everybody el se.

BRETT
Everybody el se gets nore than us.

DALLAS
Everybody el se deserves nore
t han you two.

ASH



Mot her wants to talk to you
DALLAS

| sawit. Yellowlight for ny
eyes only...Now, everybody hit
their stations.

| NT. COVPUTER ROOM ANNEX 13

Fl oor to ceiling data banks.

Anot her flashing yellow |ight.

A | egend under neat h.

COMVAND PRI ORI TY ACCESS ONLY.

Dal | as enters.

Sits at his consol e.

Renoves insignia nmaster conputer key attached to
his shirt.

Plug it into the board under the |ight.
Al'l banks burst into life.
Dal | as punches up a conputer code on the keyboard.
Legend on the screen..
What's ny God damm key.
Print-out fromconputer answers...
01335 on the binary side.

DALLAS
Thank you Mot her.

Dal | as punches up the conbi nati on on the keyboard.
| medi ately start getting a readout.

CUT TQO



| NT. BRI DGE 14
Above eye level the roomis ringed by viewscreens.

Al'l of them bl ank.

Kane, Ripley, and Lanbert enter.

Dal | as' seat remains enpty.

Al'l of them now dressed; they find their way to individual
consol es.

Ri pl ey puts down the cat, straps herself into the high-
backed chair.

KANE
Plug us in.

All three crew nenbers begin throwi ng switches.
The control roomstarts to conme to life.
Colored lights flicker.

Chase each other across gl ow ng screens.

KANE
G ve us sonething to | ook at.

Lanbert presses a bank of sw tches.
Vi ewscreens glimrer into life.

LAVBERT
Take a | ook at this.

On each screen, bl ackness speckled with stars.

LAVBERT
VWhere's Earth.

KANE
You' re the navigator.

Rl PLEY



That's not our system

KANE
Scan.

Lanbert hits several toggles.
On the screens the images begin to drift.
ONE OF THE SCREENS 15

A noving image of a starfield.

EXT. NOSTROMO 16

The Factory Starship |unbering wth the depths
of inter-stellar space.

Functi on: Petrol eum t anker and Refi nery.
Capacity: 2000, 000, 000 tons.
Lengt h: One and one half kil oneters.

Battered exterior encrusted with dark sl udge.

| NT. BRI DGE 17
Lanbert pores over charts.

Consul ts her consol e.

Puzzl ed.

KANE
Contact traffic control

Ri pl ey switches on her transm ssion unit.

Rl PLEY
This is commercial vessel Nostrono.
Regi strati on nunber 180246. Do
you read ne. Over.

Not hi ng but the hiss of static.

Rl PLEY
Not hi ng.



KANE
Keep trying.

Turns to Lanbert.

Ri pley attenpting transm ssion in b.g.

Eur eka.

KANE
You got a reading yet.

LAVBERT
We're way out in the boondocks
here. ..

KANE
Keep trying...

LAVBERT
Working on it.

LAVBERT
Found it.

KANE
Hard to believe.

LAVBERT

What the hell are we doi ng out
her e.

KANE
What are you tal ki ng about .

Rl PLEY
It's not our system

10.



